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RESPONSE 

Sir: 

In response to the Official Action mailed September 9, 2003, reconsideration by the 
Examiner, withdrawal of the double-patenting rejection, and formal notificat-on of me allowance 
of all claims as now presented are earnestly solicited. 

The Examiner has entered a double-patenting rejection of Claims 1-7 9-12, 14-16 and 
18-29 based upon U.S. Patent No. 6,355,323. The present application is a divisional application 
of Application Serial No. 09/491,756, which issued as U.S. Patent No. 6,355.323. In this parent 
application, the Examiner made a requirement for restriction and the claims which are pending in 
the present application were the non-elected claims. The present application was filed for 
purposes of prosecuting these non-elected claims. Because there was a requirement for 
restriction in the plarent application, a double-patenting rejection is clearly improper. 35 U.S.C. § 
1.21 clearly statesithat a patent issuing on an application with respect to whic-i a requirement for 
restriction has been made shall not be used as a reference against a divisional application. 
For this reason, the double-patenting rejection should be withdrawn. 
Favorable reconsideration by the Examiner is respectfully solicited. 
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